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By  Peter  Elzinga,  Alberta  Minister  of  Agriculture 


A  HOLIDAY  MESSAGE 


Though  the  weather  has  been 
unseasonably  mild  throughout 
Alberta,  and  it  may  have  taken  a 
little  longer  this  year  to  turn  our 
thoughts  toward  Yuletide  celebra- 
tions, it  can  no  longer  be  denied 
that  the  holiday  season  is  upon  us. 

This  season  is  a  time  when  many 
of  us  pause  from  our  labours  to 
spend  time  with  friends  and  fam- 
ily, and  to  reflect  on  our  many 
blessings.  In  Alberta,  we  give 
thanks  for  the  quality  of  life  we 
enjoy,  for  the  enterprising, 
resourceful  nature  of  our  fellow 
Albertans,  and  for  our  clean  air 
and  water,  our  fertile  soils  and 
plentiful  land. 

As  Albertans,  we  should  be 
especially  thankful  for  the  efforts 
of  those  whose  hard  work  and 
dedication  to  the  land  have  pro- 
vided food  for  our  tables  and  pros- 
perity for  our  province.  Of  course, 
the  farming  and  agri-food  indus- 
tries contribute  to  Alberta  through- 
out the  year.  But  for  those 
celebrating  the  holiday  with  the 
traditional  feasts,  the  contribution 
made  by  Alberta's  agricultural 
community  is  perhaps  most  appar- 
ent at  this  time  of  year. 

This  year,  we  should  be  more 
than  ever  aware  of  the  special 
contribution  made  by  Alberta's 
formers,  and  of  the  special  diffi- 
culties they  face.  It  has  without 
question  been  a  very  hard  year 
ror  agriculture  in  Alberta.  Indeed, 
conditions  in  the  international  mar- 
ketplace have  caused  severe  stress 


in  our  industry  for  several  con- 
secutive years  now,  and  many  pro- 
ducers, processors,  and 
agribusinessmen  across  the  prov- 
ince are  feeling  the  strain. 

However,  as  I  look  from  Christ- 
mas into  the  New  Year,  I  view 
our  future  with  optimism.  I  am 
optimistic  because  I  see  signs  of 
progress  toward  resolving  the 
international  trade  and  subsidy 
problems  that  hold  our  industry 
back.  I  am  confident  that  changes 
will  take  place  in  the  world  trading 
arena  allowing  our  natural  abilities 
and  advantages  in  agriculture  to 
come  to  the  fore. 

I  am  optimistic  because  I  have 
faith  in  Albertans,  and  in  our  abil- 
ity to  apply  our  talents,  our  deter- 
mination and  our  resources  to  the 
challenges  we  face.  I  have  faith 
in  our  government,  and  its  com- 
mitment to  agriculture  and  the 
agricultural  community. 

And  I  have  faith  in  the  spirit 
of  innovation  and  in  the  fortitude 
that  helped  our  pioneers  break  this 
land,  that  have  brought  our  indus- 
try and  our  people  so  far  in  the 
years  since,  and  that  will  bring  us 
through  the  difficult  period  we  now 
experience. 

During  this  festive  season,  I  wish 
you  and  your  family  all  the  best 
on  behalf  of  myself  and  of  every- 
one at  Alberta  Agriculture.  May 
you  have  a  joyous  holiday,  and  a 
safe  and  happy  New  Year. 

Peter  Elzinga 


